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Written submission from Scottish Renewables 

Introduction 

Scottish Renewables is the voice of the renewable energy industry in Scotland and is 
an organisation dedicated to securing the best possible environment for the growth 
of renewable energy in our country. We are working to deliver on the ambition of 
harnessing Scotland’s abundant natural resources to secure a future that will deliver 
on jobs, investment and energy security, while helping mitigate the effects of climate 
change. 

Offshore renewable energy holds huge potential for sustainable development in 
Scotland – our country is home to 25% of Europe’s offshore wind resource, 25% of 
its tidal and 10% of wave potential. There is now over 4GW of offshore wind capacity 
with consent planned for Scottish waters. While the wave and tidal sectors have 
faced challenges in recent months, Scotland is still home to some of the most 
advanced wave technologies in the world; the world’s first community owned tidal 
turbine; and the first tidal array in the world to reach Final Investment Decision (FID).  

Scottish Renewables has consistently argued that while we understand the case for 
greater local ownership and sharing of revenues from existing Crown Estate (TCE) 
assets, we believe that strategic oversight of our offshore assets is required by a 
Scottish or UK-wide body. Such an approach is necessary to ensure continued 
investment in the growth of offshore renewables, and a consistent leasing process 
for developments.  

Delivering a Smooth Transition 

There are a number of offshore renewable energy sites (10 offshore wind and 24 
wave or tidal) with lease arrangements currently under development in Scottish 
waters. While these sites are at varying stages of development, it is important for all 
of them that the process of transferring powers is as transparent and smooth as 
possible. Existing lease arrangements must not be adversely impacted by the 
transfer process.  

We understand TCE are undertaking a significant amount of work in-house to 
prepare themselves for the transfer and we welcome the way in which they have 
sought to engage with us on this matter. However, it remains unclear how Scottish 
Government intends to fund the responsibilities transferred to it; whether all existing 
Scottish functions of TCE Commissioners will be transferred out to 200nm; when the 
transfer will take place; exactly to whom the various existing functions of TCE will be 
transferred; and how any potential conflicts of interest with other responsibilities of 
government, such as consenting, will be managed. These are key pieces of 
information on which clarity must be provided as quickly as possible in order to 
ensure as smooth a transition as possible for industry.  

Protection of Critical National Infrastructure and Strategic Oversight  

Dividing the administrative control of Scotland’s seabed by Local Authority area for 
large-scale infrastructure projects, like an offshore wind farm, would lead to 
additional administrative burden. We believe this would put Scotland at considerable 
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competitive disadvantage to other parts of the UK. In contrast, leasing the seabed 
through a single body with strategic oversight ensures we maximise our offshore 
renewable energy resources by reducing the risk of resource sterilisation through a 
less coordinated approach. 

We therefore welcome the proposal in the Command Paper that the Scottish and UK 
Governments prepare an MoU to ensure that the transfer is not detrimental to UK-
wide critical national infrastructure. We strongly believe commercial scale offshore 
wind developments must be considered critical national infrastructure in this context.   

We note the provision in the draft clauses that enables the transfer scheme to 
provide safeguards ensuring consumers across GB are protected from any 
excessive rents for energy infrastructure, as well as the provision enabling the 
scheme to contain such provision as the Treasury deem necessary to secure 
consistency and protect the interests of consumers, so far as it affects the 
transmission or distribution of electricity or the provision or use of electricity 
interconnectors. However, the process for the preparation of the MoU and the detail 
of what restrictions will be placed on the new manager/transferee to ensure no 
detrimental impact to critical national infrastructure, and protect consumer is unclear.  

Securing Continued Investment and Support 

TCE currently provides a significant amount of support to the offshore renewable 
energy industry. The Crown Estate has invested around £100m in a variety of 
projects to support the development of the UK’s offshore wind industry, while the 
wave and tidal industry has been supported through a number of studies and 
initiatives designed to accelerate and de-risk wave and tidal projects. TCE has also 
committed to invest nearly £10 million into the MeyGen development in the Inner 
Sound of the Pentland Firth, the first tidal project in the world to reach financial close. 

In addition to providing individual projects with specialist legal, GIS, consenting and 
commercial support, in order to ensure the responsible stewardship of its assets, 
TCE plays a key role in many strategic, industry wide initiatives, helping to 
coordinate work programmes and develop best practice guidance. Programmes 
such as the Marine Data Exchange and SPARTA (System performance, Availability 
and Reliability Trend Analysis) in which TCE are a key partner, have been invaluable 
to the offshore renewables industry.   

The transfer must ensure that the industry continues to be supported in a similar 
fashion by the new manager/transferee. It is essential that the new 
manager/transferee is adequately resourced and skilled in order to carry out the 
many varied roles and responsibilities previously held in Scotland by TCE. 

 

 

 


